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THE GUN lAKER MOSCOW
A TALI or-

xui xuiiiti VXDKH IUTKH ntKaiiKiTc-

riAPTrn i
TilE OUXJIAKEIt AND TUB MONK

Tho limo Rt wlilili wo open our fctory IIi mid
VInter und timnnl tIhfJ closu of thu seijn-
titnth century lliHKla lind pn iMl1 throuuli-
ilioI lung rind bittert onl al of natlotml Nl ht-

Tlm Tartar ynkn tint hun worn ItillI tlioxciv
bIlL nfI llm nation wtio called nml whun-
tt1111 Willi thrown oft a I vii illiiiiKlona nml IInslir-
nMions 1011I1011111 Tlio Inles unitI Snide
plundered tho iijiintr nml nnilil 1IIIr1 tu

I fl tilt innii confiHliin mini 1hnlf drown HUMfl wur
clamoring toi th tlirolio At luicth n low
jiitriotlc dlluI pllll111 uei > thlntI tlmy
held iltnr on iMtrth til cntisn of freedom
from this curse uf anarchy unit bended by p
iioljlu prince Imi nn ii t Ui bId nutrlotlo butcher

IIW bold itaml to sllhl country MOD

was retaken nnd MlehiUl omllnof Ins
hoSII Cznr unit thin IIllustrious Ilmlh still
cupll the Imperial tliioia1 Aud now tlio-

liyof Russian crcntnrm 1lwnrl but tin1 sun
IflS lot fairly upthu Lrlld lluht opened not
upon the emplru until IVturcjimoto tinIll rone-

In the department oftho Slobodn the tub
irb3 ol Moscow and very near tho rIver

JItiskwa stood nn huniblo tot the exterior of
Which butraud n neatness of arrangement and
n slow of t181 tlmt more than nimlo up for Its

size Xor nns I to very small lu
fuel tut only In contrast for near at hand
nbout It stood1 nianj lirct blinblij dlrllook-
in L structures tlmt overlooked tho prim rot
ns bleak mountains mii > look down upon I or-

tlant hill And1 withinI thisi cot wn8 IM a eat in
without Tlio two npnrtmcnts In front 01 of
Which was only used in wInter wera furnished
not onli with neatness but with n fnlr show of

f ornament nnd luxury Hack of thesnworu n
11rl0 cokhll and dining room nnd two small

rooms Hnt bncK sUI from theso was nn
nitltanB shop and outbuildlncs This
shop was diluted to tlio inanufactuio of lie
arms mostlyt Some sword and other edited
weapons weru madu hero upon bpccinl nutllca
lion

Tho gunmnker now stood by his force watch
A Inlthe white smoke na It curled up toward tho

throat of the chimney Ho was n OUI mnn
not over threenndtnenty and po S6ed n
frame of more than ordinary Sllotr and
muscular development Ho was not lanro not
above medium size lint n slnglu Illnco nt the
swllnl chestt the broad shoulders and tho

rlduei of the bar arms told at once
that he was innstur of crent physical power
ills fcaturi wori > rcKUhr yet 8trongly marked
and eminent handsomo his brow which was
lull nnl hluh was half covered by the lluht

curls that wnvd OWl It while his eyes
4 which vrero of I brlnht brilliant d epcrny In
1 colorleut n Cast of ccnlua to tho lutclliCt of the

brow ills nnmo was Rune Xvol Ills father
haLt been killed In tho then Into war with the
Turks and the sun leiUuc his mother with Isufficiency of suston mca wont to Spain soon
niter tie bcreaeruent There he found work
in tho most noted armories nnd now well

ersedlu the trade ho hail returned tnhlsnn
tire city to follow his calllnu and support his
mother

sear by stood IboyPtul Peepon brlch-
tintiliffnt lad some fifteen years of nee who
had bound hlmelf tn the cunmaLiT for thepurpnsuot learnliiL tho art Ills hair and IllscjiHWiTiMlnrkirthm hl mnnirs nnd If Im-
pnI 6fStd ni t so much sound Intellect ho didt biirrly lostensun unwonliil dicrei of keun-

uick wit and I principle of unswerving In
tlrtThe sun had been somn time belnw tho hori
TOU end th onl llcht of any oouspiiueiicp
that miulM things tltllll Msillu nitliln thin
l hop caiuefrim of thn ioals on
the lance as Iniilftcriindiiiionb in down upon
thu Irk that mowed the billowc Suddenly

1 TurH elrtIIk from the 10riIe his mindi
fr roMTli ho had

Inlti n unl IUIMIIL tnde hlstoi tp He that mat
tens vrt nil prrperh disposed for the nUht
IIH Iii ra ed toward tthn rlnor nnd flu soon IIn ttiekltihn uhnri bulb mother hud supper all pre
Birfd ant ftt out

Ciludil Xeil was a nobtclooklnu wnmnn
Iliuht of tier Ftill handsome cotintitian

wal unver IrichlT than IhlCIZhl1upnn herboy Shin nau uemi the nO wintersnnd If thuy had left somlSIT npoii linr held
nnd some rui1i mmiii upnn IIT fur tile sun
fililiiof ias man hiimnifiH had loft lurwltli
IthLiISI ulloUni heart aiud n prayerful hopeI¬

t ful sntil
I is nol111 nunln fnstT thnn epr ro

I rcnrked P ti took Ills sent nt Ihl tableu Ah leturntMl Itunc1 ristmulils knllon few
mumnntK hilihfi lent his ear to IIntn to ttlm-
oltini tliHhtnrm I had Impedt won Id snow

no inert for the prns nt Tlm snow is deep
enough nol And hm I bows

I Mr spoke 111 llleln 1 trustful
I easy ton I It inn t nnn in I and

Wu can only thank Godthiit Whl1 shelter anJtrnv for tlmso who hav
Amen I r poaded Pune fervently

After this tho trio remained tome minutes
slut SimlnLr tn bibub > In Hot nlnir to the

B tint cinm I nlinc bout tlm pot
Tlm windI MIS lush lund ttlm snow now came
dnSllii upon Itin wiindnHSMth I itlrlrrlelhoiiinl llm 11110 at
nnd ih tililu set IIk nlil slmrtl afterward
1atll retired to his bd was bin wont to re
tire arly for he rosi1otiiiiri to build the Oresand prep ire fur tho laborb of the 111liurluilieu hits etmitir clnfe iltu to fireplace
ant luaniiiiaiiilnst thin 11111 Ii boned his heldnnd pondered aiMin Thin hail b nine n habit
With himI of lite bonn timesI hu would sit thusduring I whole hour without Holliul or M

101111111 Ills mother did lot I111rrutllllI 11
lS IH inllit bu

i Imnleil IIrhl1 tliat Imd arisen to tether himI
hut Ih lt I thoiulit Imd bnoimie too lie
<11ltlol 1Ilh111 ton mooih furMiclin

lt1t tis al oman was foreed to
IHHUM that t buy ven iinsul1 by OIItllnlt I

tnort r lot tlian Itlm bulnetsI of ttin I

tm Tim Youth Inl at with his brow-
n nt n upon tutu hand his eyis hint upon
the lunrhtui Ior huff 111Jrllie limit not movedant IIIH f ice win an liunuld lookImrii in v nii ink I hum motlar mittleuithInn Inn kiwi t ine what is it that ocCupies

oiirthuuiiiiHSii uunh ilh jiium mui sllrloJ and turned his gaze
Upon Is inotlmir

nu bpeak to me mother he nsked
niter liiiviii recalled Ills mind to tninia abaui
him

Yes my boy she sil I dir spnilc tlyou I iisMd you was tUlt occupied
Jour tlmulitfI As hlii hioi thus sh moved lien sent close to
wh rj Purii tit nnd plncxd nor hand upon hisami

Tll me my toy slm nddnil In n 10I per
PUtbietiiiiit whllli It that wells tli upon

niir m ml
IHUllI iacliPil out nail took his moth onilie and hiuln iud for momentsinto finn lin im said sOle

I lh I1IIIkIIC111i i I hihitm bn IInklnlh Imm ui y motiioi of
d-lu

audln Xexeltnrteil nssho Ii iprt that naml-nnu fr1 thn hilet tho coor forucl lion Uio ks
mi1 dun IIIhlt nf hor huo you

thou chI silILII >

iMint 111 r mm tliiiik cMiild I think uiy
10111 You iiatubeon her

Plllli-
Am IU I me Inril tlm erneotiin I

U s tii 8ur I i IllhO nJlu InI
TkiiiTrliK is bniiiiiui ni 811 nuLl altotlmt s ie H opdiit list 8n I f

J111 iiIt hut i11 ould nioo mil wltii
drO t ol bun 01 iiiy iinitlnT IIdJIr IliAilui with the huluMrenKlliul
hiuY l Irll1 Ul

I> Kiinc sho wi never dare love

twIU know not that tho youth julklyI replouh nisi IS hninni dii ph an i linopin
I liro nhii liid i riot Lnon KhuloMil i m

j Iluj eip i v tillI never liao iiiltuwuI my
tln unhth null i ine W uin onii Iin
tri t 1111i 1 tiien yuu l ird 1 iiu iiuis

II
d If IIlt Ij us in tlii enib tnal ha 11 Iel
S I11 I u 111 idI tiiCu but > t I 11 uurr
li r oufii tint niiiui IIK ut ai T MS
Im mi KjiiKt ehiitiiu all tim i mijliin of nur
111111 I mo <OIcr t rouge IImlitK Ult

1Hut tthinkI in y boy you n Ifl Pin arilsan sho
tli ti IJI lt 1110111 nml Hi uird ul u diili

Mill n Id IIU I nICIII wlni 1ilkli llpnli
pent u nf r ur nmtinn nutII Inirnh inatit rs look
111 II tlltjl toIIJIII 1Iir > OII will Illll
1lull o but Illblr hlCh u oursu 01tin ulit

1 Alien t mynitlmr IwilUBHlnsnlndnniI ftuiln m i as Ilove her and I lm would
I 111111I I ir Uo not cherish such hopesYIII aluiiUl NO iniitn with tino win n tlm ruhi t n i11nn of tin land would kimU hut hur
lui 1-

1lljldeiled Iturlc htttlXij to life font his
1 1 n U in fan ilusiieil thud IIH butlit I

1 an nt hp ak nut tliuhiLt leabl nnl
11 uiii nol u sl 111I Ialll H ml na 111

i Ho I unit Ii1 I 1 lu tlm ltndJ i i is ii i11n h Ih liP an lnll my-
in

I
111 Illlll h tl1i iliii i iss i a-
t11 I I Ill S

i

I IIIIIIIII
i tu I Ipi t I

Ml
ii ii hi in aims1 huh 11 Ii l i 1

i
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I
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f Caudm wouid nut op bta the wuhsi ut1 un I

son nnd die said no more upon the subject
Inr n while nothing further was tmld until
iHurle rmlrkudlpon tho Increasing forco of
iII Hark exclaimed his mother bending hnr
par In n llstenlmr attitude Was that n knock
upon our door

Surely 10010 Is out on etich n night that
poniti II shelter here continued Iturle

You have
Tho jouth 11111 hint finish his sentence for nt

tthat moment tlm Knok cnmn sn loud that It was
tintt Iin tlu mistaken J lie nuti tnught up 111calidlu und hastened tn ttlm door lid npeneil
but th blast vame roaring In wlilillnc u elntid
nf Htmw Into lliirlcs face and extinguishing
IIII Ihhlll nnee-

I tiny nnn heru V tie giiiimnker-
nsked bmvliig his hiiut and hlllhll tile eyes
iliom thin driving now with iii

Yen rHiii dl n ne trout Ihl hllliI dirlmt In Heavens conic lot mo 111rIHhsl1JInnUnw iiilckh snld Iturle Here
clv There nmvetmm-

Thu niilh found tutu llileklvuloved hand
glnvid nith thin snfust1 fur und having led the
luvlhillo iipplliMint Intl thin hlllu closed tho
door itch 1111111 tlm nay ihit hi As
Hul us tim WA iellghtd lurJI turned

gaSd upnn the tiew niner was
ionkiinui habited 5 <11tlll1 hike ono nf til1IJIuck Monks of St lllwl was 0111111I

hilght and po rntuinllty f
which win eomlMil to behold Hn win hit nnd-
unvvleldi nnd waddled nbniitt with hiughnhlu
stepst IllsI huge black rote which rualteil
from his hil to his Iocs was secured about tlm
waist with i xnsli nf thu sninu onlor and thin
snow which 1111101 his shoulders nml back
presented a contrastl Htirle brushedf

aw lytlmcnnw with his own hanU nnd having
tttll1 his visitors thick fur bonnet the latter
t su it near thu lire

Ilufnru Iword waR spoken tho youthful host
willfully examined Ills guests features and
the latter spoil ti equallyI devious of discover
In ir what manner of 101111 Im had fallen In
with Illiii monks ln was u peculiar nnu
Thot features wore very Ilrl and prominent
nnd nlmobt angular In th Btroiiglmarked-
niitlliifjI I Ills brow vas very lair IIn mental
development and Ills yes were hunk mini I bril
liant Tim slight drill of hair that usiapeil
from beneath tIle ttight okullvap h-
A1tnlllulln IhlllI his was

lh slhIr IhoUih
hnlllfnco did lot betray such

talllelule 11 tlls silvery would scene

You havo been caught In a severe storm
good father said tho outh alter his gust
had somewhat recovered from thu Meets of tho
cold

rethnt hnve I my son tho monk re
h I ii n deep rUlbll1 ton I left thin
KiremllnI this 10rlll I thlnklngofI I such
it change I hl has commenced since I
s tnrted on my return Abut n mIle fromhiIIre my horse got founllrelI lift himI with thosfowlnlt
s tarted to mak the rust of m > vrny on foot
but I reckoned nlldlI Tin driving storm
billnded mo and the piling drifts swallowed
me up at very dozen steps My body Is not
ervvifll adapted to such work Ha ha ha-
utvll r saw your 1111 and I determined toseek

shelter hern for night lly Ht Michael but
t his Is u most sovorostorm I > etjouaro com
fortnblu here

Ae lather no try to he comfortable
lurlcI My mother could hnrdlv snll
winter In sonic of the dwellings which stand
lereabouts

The mouk mndo no answer to this save n sort
of commendatory nod und shortly afterward
t hu vouth asked

Do you belong here In the city
ffather cool

Ayeat present I dothe monk replied
Anti then with a smile lie added I suppose
you would like to know whom you liar thuseeelvid I Jly uRine Is Valdlmlr and inr hOII wherever may chance to be on Godsage At present I am residing here In Moscow

Ttierecouhd you ask mo to bu mora frank
Iturlo smiled hut he made no direct reply

Hu wits too deeply Interested In tho face of tho
nonk to entr with much eagernibs Into Con
lersation At 10nI1 guest nsked If hucould
be borne sleepingl place
nnd being answered in thin affirmative the

oiuh lighted nnother candlu hind conducted
ililmton chamber which was located directly
over tic kitchen nnd which was very well
vvnrmtd by means of several iron tubes that
connected with the furnnoe below

Mother said Hurie ns soon ns he hail re¬

turned to the kltehen nholsthiit man
How should I know
lInt hvti you never seen him before i Hu

cia asked In an earnest eairei tone
I cannnt toIl my son His face most surely

r111M up some strange emotions in my mind
but I think I never taw him before

And yet ho Rooms familiar to mA tho son
resumed Thoi 0 1 surely have seen be ¬

ron but to save my soul 1 cannot remember
when or where

And so Iturlc pondered and pondered but to
no avail Afar hit had retired to his bed he lay
iwaku nnd thought of Ihe stnilmig face and allthrough night his dream were but buart

flog UnionsI of tIle Dlack uhom-

ikchiAprim II
A STHANOE rrOCEEDINO

When Boric cain down In the morning
found the monk nlread there mind1 breakfastnearly ready limit llttlu was said during1 tinmealI Time monk seemed busy with thoughts
of his own and Hurlc was wholly engrossed Instudying tthul stranget mans flItUISIIIIIIOIl ¬
dering upon tlm irious doubts and surmisesthat hadI entered his mind After tlm meal was
over thu monk accompanied tthe guumnker to
his hhnp and theru he stt nt some time In examlningtheI I quaint am ies machinery that
vvvru used In itm mantifn tureof arms

Itur e was engaged In finishing n pair of pis
tnls ami kin borne mlnutrsI tile monk had stood
silentl by lila side watching his movements
At length the ynutn stopped In his work mind
laid time pistol down

KvMise mu good fnther ho said rather
nervousl nt thu same time looking his visitor
tn thin luce tint I must ask you u question
Mmro hnvu I snmm you before

How tdmuld I know tho monk answered
with a smile

Wnj sumod Hurlc with some hesitancy
IILnewnot but that you might enlighten luoI hav mi rely teen jnu nomew hure

And nit there not hundred whom you havo-
en8 in this great IIYIII timommitiiuIswhon

you might recognize us you teengmzu I
AliiI It hmiiim lit so but not liku this There

mIl bu n thousand faces I would recollect to
have seen but hint onu of tthem i would excit-uevennptssing emotion lu mvboul hut our
face calls up homo powerful emotion soinuittllnir muinorv of the pastwhiCh bothers
me Who mire you goml father t What aruyou Vim havo we tact before Was it in
Oplllll i

No said Valdlmlr with n bhnke of tho
hetd And then with n more serious shadeupnn his face hu milled Lot thin pass now
I tvlll mint deii tnOU that there ma > lie some
tToumls for otirbtruugi fancies but I aastiruyou ninat hiieredi that until last night I never
amu III duett companionship wllh Y ou before
at aimy inte nnt tn III y khuwltJI You htvi

nomad tilt Good Stnmritnn toward me und II
hope I may some tinm return tnt favor

hnno fjuHlr riHpondud tthu outhI1011 return ll then It will IIm a Savor no loonI hone only done lor you whatever man slmulu
dhiioi his neighborl and so fillI from need i fluthanks Inr in Hurting I would rather give
tiunflm lor tile oecaston for I Know of no source
of 11110 pure moot iincontunlnated as Unit feel
infill thin soul which tulle us wo have done ag t d aei-

Jin dark monk reached forth nnd took thoyouthful artU mh hand mind nith inure thanonlmnremutlon MiM
UIU1t Itlm liarp shrInes of tho soul with a-

noblu baud my Hon and iIf nil y dtd of kind
iissom givu inu j yit willi Ibundued for you
Wu mints ni °11 ngain and until then I CIO oilhy
ay dod bliss and prosper ilieo

Mtli thus windsi thin mnnk turned nwny
nnd em Hnri ould Mmnmnd presencu nf mind
einnili Iin fuilnv him ho lurid gnnu from thu
IIu Thu iuutli wished to Bay something
bill mild thu varIed emotions that went lleaping
ttinoimti hU mind he gutliut no connected
tiitiimts

vitui thi monk lund gone Ittirlo returned to
his hnnch nnd resumed his work Hu asked
IIIH buui if 1m had ever seen tlm bttangu manbfoe but Paul oulybhook Ills lieu and uu-
bWred dubiously

Uhnt do you mean tho gunmnker nakedlookingI Ithu boy Iin thu face Do you think
juti litiMifceeu him lHioror

I cannot tell nmm nniiti I may linen soon
him bf re ibid I hmuily nor limit surely somi
would not Mipposo that my memory would
bum you better than our own

iluibub tums not holly uulod by this nnsner
II u ired into Iiiils face and hu lauded hu
10010ti d auniKhliniv of liit lligeni thin which
had not b Iti Himkiii hut hu lebolved to musk

ho mo iiueniioiis nt ucsent He had asked
Ilioiuii hu tiioiu upon such a biibject and
he mudx UI ibis mind to bother himselfI nn
morn iuiit It fueling suru that if IIIH joykw aiDtnlhg nhih would Ibu for his IIII1-
SIJIi tmiKbt t11 know it noun bu upuumu mill lit
i Hint lii till seasuii ho hu applied hlinsi If
1111 tn bu work und ut noon tlmI pistoU wuro
Iluslii d-

JJJ ss ii rut thu middle of tim a nftnrnoon JUt as
Hun hud llnUheil tempi ilnHome pans of a
IUIIIIIII i thIn iilicl dnor of Ibis shop Sills opened
tutihI tui I VMMU nung nenIIln7 11lndiiHSid in until ofI them Montt
mid gun lliiokiln Thu gnnmnket tiuignied
Iliein as the L limit Conrad DamouolTand Illship Stephen eIZII

1 think I a pak witht 11th rIo Jfeiol said tho
count moving fmwaid

Vou do rut ilViiumil Iturlc not at nil sur-
prised

¬

by thuI visit iliieu piioplunf nil eirtsuus

aims
WII111 till habit ut enlllng nt ills place to order

Thu count turned shadu palur turin before
and his nelher liii trembled limit Iltirle thought
that might be thu rmult nf1 uniting finin thin
unld into a warm atmosphere Howuvei hu
was boon uudin eived for thu counts nuxt re-
ntal k wiisHUhdliint

ion am iKiiiialiitud with the Lady Ilosnllnd-
alditi> r bu bald

I am unsworn hunk now beginning towIIrUii sir rrsiunid DtmonolT with much
Iniunliiim ss pin Imps uu Imsuiesb Climb buliuukiy and Rltlshitiijrh nettled It Is my do
Hilt IIn make the Iad Itnsaliinl my wilellurn Nvi siartnl at thesuw iids and ho
nluiShuh his hllnol t hdi lii tremuinupncsslint bit yiu put lowe Uttbatluu upou uu ausnvr

And why have you come to me With this In-

formation
¬

f sir 1 ho asked
You should know that already Do you not

llovo tile lady
Sir CoUII yotinsk mo n strungo question

What right havo you to question mo upon such
athenni

Tho right that every man 1In8 to pave the
way for his own rights replied DamonofT
sharply Hut If yon ehoosn nnt to answer let
iIt pans I know yoU do love the Ilady And now
I muck you to ruuuiincn all claims ti lien hnnd

Sir Count your tough runs Into strange
moods of opeeli J renounce nil claims to
Itnsiillnd Vitl lalHhand Wastso jouinoau-

ti0 sir pieolselvso-
IVthaprt you will tInform mn wlmt claims I

mnv have iIn that ii niter Hurlc hleplled with
RIIIIIU treiiiulnusneiih In his tnne Inn thu very
subject was ntm that m ived him deeplv

limit XvI1 fIll hlntll not say tthat I did tint
maku myself lull understood and hence will
xplilnI The count hpnkn tins as Rtlpllk a a
man who feels that hu IIs doing n very condu-
Hceiidlng thing tUII1 lit the pamo tone Im pro-
ceeded

¬

Thu Kosallml I Is of noble pa-
rentagu and wry wenlthy My ntvnslatlon and
weilth cnn cijualvvltli liars Mv station ul nil
events Shu inny possess tho undivided right
ito more property thnn I do But that mutters
nnt I line her and must have hur for my
wife I hUll been to s iui thn noblo duke him
guardian IInd ho objects not to my suit
Uut he Informed me tlmt thciu nns ono Im-
pediment

¬

t and that WH her love for you Ho
Knows full wellas I krow and as nil must
icnow tlmtshucould hover becomo your wileu-
htb yet hu Is anxious nut to Interfere too mueli

against hot Inellnntlonf Ho n simple denlil
from roil to thn ftuct that you din never chlin-
icrl handI IIs mill that Is nucobsnry You under-

stand
I ¬

me I trust W H suck this only for tho
fair ladyH own good Of course you must bo
unaro that tlm duke would never consent to lion
union with you and yet ho would wish to haveyour denial ttn show to Ihosal i nil vvjieu ho an-
nounces

¬

his decision I IHIVH n paper her nil
Idrawni up and alli that will bo necessary Is
simply out signature hereIt Is only n
plain simple avowal on your part that you
IIIIVH no hopes nor thoughts of seeking tile
lInind of tlie lady IIn marriage

As tile Cull spoke 1m drmvn paper from tho
IKJSOIU of hits marten doublet nnd havingopened hu handed it toward tho gunmakur
Dut hone took It not Uu drew back and gazed
tlm visitor sternly In time ICu

Sir Count lit cried In n tone full of noble
iIndignation what do you suppose lam 1 Do
you menu to tell me that Olga Duko of Tula
him commissioned > ou to obtain such n renunci-
ation

¬

of mu-
hteplmn spoke time count turning to his

companion IOU heard this instructions the
duke gave mo this morning

Aye returned Urzen directing his speech
to Hurlc I did hear und you have sailed the
case plainly

I may be ns much surprised ni yoursnlf
resumed this count haughtily nt this strange
taste ot the link Why ha should seek this sig-
nal

¬

from YOU I can only Iruaglnouoon hlsdeslro
tto call no regrets III the bosom of irIs fair
ward Ill II Knows tint sue was onco intimate
with von and thit silo now feels u warm friend-
ship

¬

for you For her saku ho would have thissignal from von
lint how ton liar sake asked liurle
Winreturned DlIl11onolT Loynu not see

Rosalind lu time simplicity of lien heart may
think that yoUahimmit vou might claim her
ilove and out 01 pure principle grant it to vou
simply because you were the first claimanthut I never claimed her low said llurlc
warmly If she loves mo situ loves mo from
lhur own heart lth the noble duke 1 never
spoke but once nnd then he came lien for mo-
ot temper life sword If you would marry with

thut lady do so arid if you Seek help In the
work seek It from those who have some power
In the mutter

You mistake sir said the count hotly I
seek not potrrr now I only seek n simple worth
from ono who may have some Influence even
na a beggar having saved the urn of n king
may through royal gratitude wield an Influ-
ence

¬

Will you sign thu paper
Now all tint seemed very strange to Rurle

and hu knew that there was something behind
tthe curtain which he wits not permitted to know
Hu know the proud and stubborn duke well
enough to know that liu never would have sept
such a messtgu this but for sonic design moro
than hail vet appeared In short ho could not
understand thu matter nt nil It looked dark
nnd complex such conduct was In direct con ¬

filet with thin naturu of the man from whom it
now appeared to have emanated Hurlc pon ¬

dered upon this a few moments nnd 1m madn
up ibis mind that ho would on no account yield
ian atone to thu strange demand thus made upon
him

Sir Count he said calmly ansi flrmhyemm
have plainly stated your proposition mind I will
as plainly answer I cannot sign the paper

Ha 1 gospel Damonoff In Quick passion
Do you refuse i

Most Ilullr
for a few moments the count gazed Into Ru

rlcs face as though bo doubted tile evidence ot
his own senses

It IB the dukes command ho said atlength
Jho Duko of Tula holds no power of com-

mand over me was tho eunmakers calm
reply

llownrel Once more I say Sign thispaper
You but waste your breath Sir Count In

speaking thus You have my answer
Iv heavens Iturla Ntuel you shall slcnthis Ito count cried madly
Never sir
Hut look you slrrnhl I Here Is my wholetutor of lUll based upon my hopes of union

with this fair girl Her guardian bids me urt
this paper of yu ere Ilean havu her hand And
now do you think Ill give It up so easily I
Not Ill have your name to this or Ill haveyour hifol

Now our tongue runs away with you Sir
Count I havu given you my answer lie sure
that only onu muCh nn earth cnn prevail upon
me to place my name upon that paper

And who Is ho I
I mean time Kmperor
Uut you wilt sign Itl hissed DamonofTturning pile with racn liars It iasignl If

you woultIIIlsliElIl-
1Irhlll

I

hu cannot write suggested Urzen
contemptuously

Then Im WilY milks hits mark rejoined tho
count III tlie siime contemptuous tone

It mlgit not require much moru urging to
Indiico ma to think my murk in a manner not
nt agreeable to you IIlrlhe youth tetorted
with iris teeth now set and thin dark veins upon
his brow starting moro plainly out You havo
come upnn my premises mind you hno soughttyour purpose eon now have your answerand I
Ion your own sakilon my sllkI beg you to
loam me Tile above wo publish as n speci-
men

¬

chapter but thin continuation of this story
n III be Iniitnl only In thu N Y Ledger Ask for-
tht e number dated Jan 110 which can tins be
had at slimy now olllce or book store If you aro
not within rench of n news office you cnn hnvo
time Ludgor mnllitd tn you foronuutr Iy bond ¬

ing threu dollars to Hnhrt Conner publisher
182 Wllllamstreit New York
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